JUNE FORAY — Granny

Called the First Lady of cartoon voices, she is as legendary as the producers with whom she’s worked: Walt Disney, Chuck Jones, Tex Avery, Fritz Fzeleng, Walker Lantz, Hanna and Barbera, and Jay Ward.  Working in radio, stage, television, and film, she was put under contract by Capital Records to record children’s albums with Mel Blanc and Stan Freberg.  Heard by Walt Disney, she was hired to be the voice of Lucifer, the cat in Cinderella, an Indian squaw in Peter Pan, Witch Hazel and innumerable shows.  Warner’s Granny and Yosemite Sam’s and Daffy Duck’s wives.  (Witch Hazel – again!)  For Chick Jones she voiced Cindy Lou Who in the Grinch, Jane Kangaroo in Horton Hears A Who, Raggedy and all his independent shorts, Cricket In Times Square, The Pumpkin Who Couldn’t Smile, all three Rudyard Kipling shorts.  She was also Talky Tina in the Twilight Zone.

Foray then went on to voice Jokey Smurf and Grammi Gumi.  Then back to WB to once again voice Granny in the Sylvester And Tweety Mysteries.  Her voices can be heard in other features such as Looney Tunes Back In Action, Thumbelina, Treasures Of The Lost Lamp, Who Framed Roger Rabbit and Space Jam.  She is the voice for Grandma Fa in Disney’s Mulan for which she received a Grammy nomination for her sing-a-long C.D.  She then appeared in Mulan II.

But most of all, people identify June as Rocky, the flying squirrel.  She also voiced Natasha and Nell from the Bullwinkle series and performed as Rocky in the feature film The Adventures of Rocky and Bullwinkle, produced by Robert De Niro’s Tribeca Films and Universal.

June has received numerous awards including a star on the Walk of Fame, July 7, 2000 and has been invited to speak all over the world.  She received an International Award for her contribution to the Art of Animation at the 2001 Hiroshima Animation Festival, a Pegboard award in Belgium and is proud of the June Foray award by ASIFA Hollywood for her contribution to animation.  Also, as part of a tribute to Jay Ward, she was honored at the Museum of Television and Radio in NY.

From 1977 – 2005, June was on the Board of Governors of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, where she chaired the Student Academy Awards and co-chaired the Short Films and Featured Animation Branch,  She also served on the International Board of Women in Animation.  

June is also a published writer and narrator on C.D. Tall and Small Tales for children and she garnered a Festival Director’s award for writing, producing and narrating an animated short, You Can’t Teach An Old Dog New Tricks. 

Currently, she is on the Advisory Board for Chuck Jones Center For Creativity and the author of two books Perverse, Adverse and Pottenverse, and Did you Grow Up With Me Too?  And…she’s still working!

