JOHN KASSIR – Pete Puma   

After 6 years of struggling in NY as a stage actor and street performer, John Kassir was asked to compete for and won $100,000.00 on the original Star Search as a standup comic! Beating out a list of stellar comedians including, Rosie O'Donnell and Sinbad, he went on to perform on stage with many acts including Tom Jones, Lou Rawls, The Temptations and Four Tops, Richard Belzer, Rodney Dangerfield, improv with Robin Williams and the list goes on. The exposure launched him into a long and versatile career. 


John has acted in nine television pilots, four of which went to series, and two of which lasted over six years each! Besides having his own bizarrely funny kids TV Series, Johnnytime (exec. producer, co-writer, star), Mr.Kassir has had many series regular and guest starring roles on camera and off. One of his most famous is, of course, as the voice of The Crypt Keeper on Tales from the Crypt. John is an award winning stage actor, and most recently starred at Lincoln Center, originating the role of Dottore in the new Lynn Ahrens- Stephen Flahrety musical, The Glorious Ones. He also originated the role of Ralph in the Off-Broadway and Los Angeles productions of Reefer Madness, The Musical (winning him Ovation and Garland awards), and starred in the Emmy winning, Reefer Madness, The Movie Musical. 

Of his countless 'on camera' roles in Film and Television, his favorites include: Zagreb, the kicker on (HBO’s 1st and 10); The Atom (CBS’s The Justice League); Gar (Star Trek, Voyager) and Shemp (The Three Stooges, produced by Mel Gibson). Besides The Crypt Keeper, out of the hundreds of animation voices he's provided, some of his most memorable are: Meeko, the Raccoon (Pocahontas); Santa’s Little Helper (The Simpsons) and Ray Rocket (Rocket Power).  He's also provided the voice in countless video games including;Halo 2, X-Men Legends II: Rise of Apocalypse and Marvel: Ultimate Alliance as fan-favorite, mercenary Deadpool, "the Merc with a mouth", as well as Sauron and Pyro, two other well-known characters. He starred in the very first commercial for the Nintendo cornerstone video game series, The Legend of Zelda in the United States in 1987. 


John continues his dream as a character actor and always takes the opportunity to perfect his craft no matter how big or small the project or stage. He was most recently seen on the big screen in Race to Witch Mountain for Disney. 

John is currently in London shooting the movie Jack The Giant Killer and starring with Ewan McGregor, Stanley Tucci and Bill Nighy and directed by Bryan Singer (Usual Suspects, X-Men, Superman Returns, Valkyre..)!

For more about Mr. Kassir's work, Including his many credits in Animation and Interactive Games, check out:
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0440885/filmotype
