Foster’s Home for Imaginary Friends

“Mac and Cheese”

The Concept:

Mac wakes up one morning to find he has created a new Imaginary Friend,  Cheese.  But unlike Bloo, this new friend is really, really lame.

What if Mac feels responsible for his new “son” and tries to treat him equally to Bloo?  What if Bloo gets really, really jealous of his new “brother?”

The Conflict:

A new Imaginary Friend doesn’t seem like it would be much of a conflict.  Especially one created by the smart and creative Mac, who’s previous work in friend-creating resulted in the terribly fun-loving and entertaining Bloo.  But there is something wrong with Cheese.  He’s a little off and quite frankly, too weird to be likable.  The addition of this third family member puts a heavy strain on Mac and Bloo’s relationship.

Both Mac and Bloo are conflicted. Mac feels like a reluctant dad.  He didn’t want a new Imaginary Friend, but he feels responsible for his new creation, and being the good kid he is, sets out to do right by Cheese, setting up for him the same arrangements he has made for Bloo.  But to make this new-found responsibility even more difficult for Mac, he finds that, try as he may, he doesn’t really like Cheese.

Bloo doesn’t feel as conflicted as Mac, but finds himself in the middle of a conflict.  He does not like Cheese.  Not one bit.  He is insanely jealous of the attention that Cheese demands, and he feels betrayed by Mac.  But Mac insists that Bloo accept, respect and care for this odd little weirdo of an Imaginary Friend.  Bloo’s conflict is to get rid of Cheese!!

Will Mac and Bloo be able to adjust to their new family dynamic?  

The Comedy:
Cheese is weird!  He smells funny, he stares at you for too long, he blurts out strange comments that have nothing to do with the conversation at hand, he won’t stop following you around, he can’t perform basic tasks (like drinking from a glass or blowing his own nose,) he messes with your stuff, he talks to walls, and he just makes everyone uncomfortable!

In the first act, the humor will revolve around the way Cheese affects Mac and Bloo and their relationship.  As Mac attempts to dutifully include Cheese in “family time” with Bloo, Cheese just keeps ruining everything!  He sucks all the fun out of Mac and Bloo’s usual activities.  Mac gets more and more embarrassed that he could have created such a goober, but can’t shirk his responsibility.  He begins to take on the role of man who suddenly finds out he’s the father of a 4-year-old.  He got himself into this situation, and now he has to face the consequences.  He’s shocked, humiliated and a little ashamed.  Bloo gets more and more jealous and carries on like a jilted lover. He feels outraged and betrayed, and at times gets hysterical, shouting things like “How could you do this to me?” and “Doesn’t our relationship mean anything to you?”  

In the second act, Bloo, left to care for Cheese alone, starts out on his mission to rid himself of “baby brother” in absurd and desperate manners.  He tries to mail Cheese to Timbuktu, he tries to sell Cheese with crackers, he puts Cheese in a wagon and pushes him down the sidewalk.  But Cheese keeps getting returned to him, no matter what Bloo tries.  Finally, one of Bloo’s cockamamie ideas works and Cheese is no more!  With Cheese gone, Bloo is quite pleased at first, but as he imagines more and more dangers that a poor, helpless Cheese could have gotten himself into, guilt sets in and Bloo begins to fear for his defenseless baby brother!  He works himself up into a desperate frenzy right until Mac comes home looking for Cheese!  So Bloo confesses in a heart felt, long winded speech about how even though some people don’t like Cheese, don’t like the smell of Cheese and have a hard time tolerating Cheese, he has acquired a taste for Cheese, and has finally accepted him and his special flavor.

Just then, Cheese appears!  He accidentally locked himself in the bathroom!  (Never mind that it locks from the inside….)  Bloo is overjoyed!  But before Bloo has time to truly bask in his change of heart, Mac introduces him to a very odd girl named Louise, Mac’s neighbor and the true creator of Cheese.  It turns out Cheese likes to wander off sometimes, and he wandered his way into Mac’s room.  Upon hearing this news….

…..Bloo is overjoyed!!!  Thank goodness he wasn’t related to that weirdo!!

